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B oktabpe B TanuoH Knybe cocroutcs npeseHrauun
paboT M3BECTHOro XyaoXKHUKa Muxauna JleHHa,
co3paasluero co6CTBEHHbIN CTUNbL B TEXHUKE aKBa-
penu. Mo MHEHHIO BIMATENbHBIX raNepuUcToB U
WCHYCCTBOBEJOB, €ro KapTHHbi COeAMHRAIOT B cebe

AEKOpaTuBHOCTL NonoteH [ycraea Knumra, anerawr-

HOCTb ¥ rpaumio 3arapa [lera, poMaHTUYHOCTL
Oriocta Penyapa u Gbiowylo Yepes Kpai IHepruio
nnaxkatos AHpu ae Tynys-floTpeka.

Aeeroe goiranue area ne.au

In October the Taleon Club will be the setting for

a presentation of works by the famous artist
Mikhail Lenn, the creator of his own style in the
watercolour technique. In the opinion of influential
gallery-owners and art specialists his paintings
combine the decorativeness of Klimt's canvases,
the elegance and grace of Degas, the romanticism
of Renoir and the overflowing energy of Toulouse-
Lautrec's posters.



3Ty BOIAVILIHYIO GHBapeny Muwa Nenn Hapueosan
cneuwansto ana Tanwon KnyGa 8 2006 roay.
KapTvrHa TONLHO-TONBHD BLILWNE U3 MACTEPCHOR
XYACMHMKE, AN HES NOKA HE NPUIYMBHD HAZBAHKE.

Misha Lenn made this alry watercolour specially
for the Taleon Club in 2006, The painting Is fresh
¥ put of the artist's studio and is still without a title.
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www,mishalenn.com

CHH MMETD COGCTBEHHYIO KOMTEHLIMKD BKBADENen cYMTa-
NOCH NPUSHAHOM XOPOLIEro TOHA. AMBapenbHLIe
NOPTRETH TPALAMLMOHHD 38Ka3LIBANK YNeHE LIEpCHON
(haMHINK, BENHKOCBETOKHE Kpacasuilbl, MHHKCTPS!, AX-
MNOMETH W BCE XOTb CHONbKO-HWGYb COCTOSTENEHLIE
Moam

Howey XX — vavano XX sexa 8 Poccum — Bpems mac
COBOMD YBNEYCHUA ITOR MUBONHCHOM TexHKMKOR, OCo-
Gas ponb 8 28 PAIBUTHH NDUHALNEHHT XYA0MHHKEM
ofuegvHeNna <MuUp HCKYCCTRE, U3 KOTOPOID BrILLLK
OCHOBETENM HMNEPATOPCKOND 06ILECTBa PYCCHMX aKBa-
penwcTos. B 310R TexHuke patoTany MHOrHe Wasecr-
Hbie macTepa: AnsGepr Benya, Jles Banor, Hoxcranmd
Comoe, Muxaun BpyGens. «banct, Bexya. nMnpeccno-
HHOTH — TE 0K, ¥ HOro f ydyChs, — OoTmeyaer Muiua
Netin.

PatoTa aHBapensio CYHTABETCA OOHOH W3 CAMbIX TEXHMH-
HECHH CHOMHBIX KEPTHHY MOMET HCNOPTUT: OfIMH HE
TOMHBIA MB30K, BE/lb 6ro HE JaKPOSLUL HOBBIM CIOEM
wpacku. MNeRsamu ¥ nopTpeTel TPE6YIT OT aBTOPOB OCo-
60/ UBETOBOR YYTHOCTH, HO N0 NHPHYHOCTH, HEMHOCTH
W 0COGOH NPO3PAYHOCTA BKBADENW HET paBkeix. Oxa
TOUHO NEREABET NOITHHECKHUE HECTPOEHMS XYJOHMHUKE
TOH4SALKME COCTORHHA NPHPOALL BNAMHOCTL BO3AYXE,
CHEMECTb NEPBOA NWCTELI W APOMET NONEBLIX UBETDR
[ame HECHIULEHHLIE KPACKKM HA KEPTHHE, BEINQNHEHHOR
aKBapens, He BulMAanT rpy6o. Ho vaue acero a 1a-
HHx padorax nenons3yiuTcs HemHbe NacTenbHbIe ToHa
W OTTEHKM, KaK BYATO Pa3MbITBIE JOHAEM WIiTH TYMEHOM,
3ro1 3diheRT CO3ABETCH CNELMANDHOR TEXHUKOA DUCYH
Ka No yanamHeHnon Gymare,

HapTHt KOraa-T0 NeTeplypreHoro, 8 HulHe BOCTOHCHO-
ro XyAomHHKa Muxauna JleHHa OTNHYaI0TCs 0T KNactn-
4eCcHUX areapenei. MNOTHOCTE LIBETE M AHHAMHYHOCTE
[MHKR PACNONArEIT K CO3ePLBTENLHOCTH W OTCTRAHEH-
HOMY BOCTIPMATHIO AGRCTEHTENEHOCTH. Y XyADMHUKE
TBENJIAR, HO NPU ITOM HA PEAKOCTE H3RWHANA NETRILAS
NiHMA, LIBET B ero KapTMHaX — COMETaHME CHHEND, rony-
B0r0, CHBOEL KOTOPBIA NPOGWBAESTCH 30N0TO WK NPOCTY-
NaeT NPO3PaYHOCTL AOHAR, «5 ABNEI0 NomyaMouMt. Mo
nycmex. Manyrpycre. Bee _nony®, Bce Hamex”, — pac-
CKE3LIBEET XYAOMHHH. — F PUCYIO HapTHHY, KOTOPYO

Watercolour Is far older than painting In olls. The tech-
nique was known and used in ancient imes by the
artists of Egypt, Greece, China and Japan. In pre-revoiu
tionary Russia It was considered bon ton to possess
one's own collection of watercolours. Watercolour por-
traits were traditionally commissioned by membaers of
the imperial family, soclety beauties, ministers, diplo
mats and Indeed anyone with a degree of wealth.

In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries this
method of painting became tremendously popular. A
special role in its development was played by artists of
the Mir Iskusstva (World of Art) association, from which
the founders of the Imperial Society of Russian Water-
colorists came. Many well-known figures worked in the
technigue: including Albert Benois. Leon Bakst, Kon-
stantin Somov and Mikhail Vrubel. “Bakst, Benois and
the Impressionists are the people from whom | leam,”
Misha Lenn rernarks.

Watercolour is considered one of the most technically
difficult methods of painting: one careless brushstroke
can ruin a whole painting as you cannot cover it up with
another layer of paint But for lyrical tenderness and a
special translucency watercolour is unequalled. It pre-
cisely conveys the poetic mood of the artist, the sub-
tiest states of the natural world: the dampness of air,
freshness of the first foliage and scent of wild fiowers,
The paintings of Mikhail Lenn, a St Petersburg artist
now living in Boston, stand apart from classical water-
colours. The density of the colour and dynamism of the
lines encourage contemplation and a detached percep
tion of reality. This artist has a flying line that is firm, vet
at the same time exceptionally refined. Colour in his
paintings is a combination of dark and light blue with
goid breaking through or a transparent rain emerging.
“I do half-emotions, Half-laughter. Half-sorrow. Every-
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MOM gener, — HOMMEHTHRYET MKxaun Jlex.

K 27 ropam nevepOypxey JleHH CTaHOBHTCR MasecTeH
8 PocouM, ODOPMNRR CUSHBI MYy3biHanbHbIX GecTuBa-
New, MOAHLIX NOKA3I08, TEHUESaNbHLIX KOHKYPCoB, Oa-
HOBPEMEHHD OH YCTPAWBARET NEPLHHaNbHbIE BHICTABHN
38 rpanwuen. B 1990-m Muwa yeamaer 8 CLUA, rae Ha-
YuHaeT paboTaTts B cdepe MOAHOro An3anHa y JoHH®
Kapah u Kenbsuna Knniva, @ Takme KaK rpadMueckmi
AM3EAHep W aKBaPanneT,

Cerogns Minxaun SlesH pucyeT TaHUOPOR TAHID, MaHXaT-
TEHCKYIO MyG/IWKY, FOPOACKKE NeR3amu, CBETCKUX Kpaca
BHLL M SEHAK, KAMOCTDHPYET MYPHANLI, PACKDAIUMBEET
HOPOGOUKM HEnsrMACKUX KOHBET PYYHON patoTsl «Godi-
Var W COZABET NNAHaTH ANH GMEPHKAHCKMX [DHBI0B biX
decTHeanen. UHTepecHo, Y10, Horpa XYAOKHUK pucoBan
CBOI cepwio «TaHros, ol Gpan ypoKM ¥ camMmoro MascTpo
CTPACTHOIO TaKua Mabno Bepowa.

«DnupTe. 2005 rop.

Flirt. 2005.

MBRACH C eTCTBA MY3blHOW, OH NEPEREC CBOE yBNEYeHe
H@ NONOTHO! HOTHLIE BCTABKKW — 3NEMEHT, CTEBILHIA OT-
NMHYUTENLHOR AETanbio patoT XYA0MHHHE,

HeHokre 06pastl YBCTO CTAHOBATCR HINHYEBLIMK B 210
aksapensix. O4 NPUHUKMNKansHo obxogwrcn Ges HaTyp-
wry. O6Pa3 BOIHHKEET B FONOBE W, MO CNoBaM asropa,
ROBONLHO BLICTPO NepenuBaeTes 8 HapTHHY; »CHavana
CMOTRIO Ha NUCT ByMard, NOTOM PHCYI0 KapaHABWOM,
NPHYeM CneunansHo 3aTArMBE0, YTo0bl BupatoTaTs
afpeHanii. A Korna, HaKOHEL, HRYMHEIO HAKMILIBATD
KPECHY. TO HBIDHID B KEPTHHY, B 3T0M, HOHEYHOD, BcTh He-
HuH 3NEeMEHT CymacilecTams, TONLKO KDHTHRKM 3HAIOT.
HTO XYAOMHWUK XOTeN CHE3ETH CBORA HBPTUHON, 8 Xy/0M-
HHMHM MOIYT W HE JHans, PYKA ABKIGETCR CaMa, Be KHau
GYATO KYAE-TO THHET.,

AxBapens Muxawna NevHa peryispHo BXOAST B eMe-
FOAHMK «/TydlMe aHBARENHY AMEPHHEHCKOMD MaJaTen.-




WX TOPOA0E XYNOMHHKE,
3A6CH, N0 870 MHEHWIO, CBMER
HpacwBean B MWpDe OCeHlb, He
CqMTaRn CTagwero paiHbiM
BOCTOHE M POMBHTHNECHOID
Mape=a. Muwa jasHo mevra
T NpMOGRecTH YEPHOE NOH-
JIOHCKOE TaKCH — Hefl, HO, K
COMANEHWKD, BLIBO3IHTE Heliu
33 NPEAans KOPANSBCTBA YACT
HbiM TMLAM 3anpeueso, 3aro
OH MOMET NOMEILETE WX HA
CBOK NMONOTHA, YTO W Jenaeary o
AABHIHOR PEMYNIRPHOCTLIO,
London Taxi, 2005,
London is one of the arlist's
favourite cities, with. in his
opinion, the most beautitul
autumn In the world, with the
exceptions of his hame city of
Boston and romantic Parls
Misha has long dreamt of
owning a biack London cab,
but sadly private individuals
are not allowed to export the
distinctive vehicles from the
United Kingdom. But he can
place them in his works, and
does so with great regularity,

«Bexeumus yTpom. Poman-
THHECHER NPOryMKas.
2005 rog.

Venice In the Marning.

A Romantic Strofl. 2005.

thing Is "hall’, everything's a 'hint’,” says the artist. "I
make a painting that the viewer has to complete. | want
the viewer to be emotionally involved in the creation of
the painting. He should genuinely like the work he
chooses,” Lenn comments,

By the age of 27 the Petarsburger Lenn had made a
name for himeelf in Russia. He designed the stage sets

cTea «Rockport Publisherss, xpaxaTea B YacTHeX cobpa-
HUAX Nepaoro npeanaeHra Cosavckore Cowsa Muxau-
na lopGavesa, Buononyenucta Mctucnasa PocTpono-
BMME, HBHAACKOM MA30B0A NeBMUL [Jakars Kponn
MyasiHaHTa Jehsa bpyGera, axrepa Owona Manwosn-
48, moiensepa Bavecnapa 3aiuesa v Apyruk 3secT-
Hbix nepcok. B 2005 roay aBTOPHTETHOS MIOPH NpK-
aHano Muwy NlesHa NyHWUM aKBEPEnMCTOM AMEDWKM,
Teneps KapTHHul H3BECTHOIO XYAOHHUKE BLICTEBNRIOT-
ch & arpuyme Envcees MNanac Orens, a oaxo w3 Nono-
TEH coagao cneukansko anga Tanwou Knyba m npe-
KPacHo nepeaeT atMochepy POCHOWM ¥ YTOHYEHHOM
secenss. B

for music festivals, fashion shows and dance competi-
tions. At the same time he was holding one-man exhibi-
tions abroad. In 1990 Misha emigrated to the USA,
where he began working in the field of fashion design
for Donna Karan and Calvin Cline, and also as a graph-
Ic designer and watercolour artist.

Today Mikhall Lenn paints tango dancers, the Manhat-
tan public, urban landscapes, society beauties and
dandies. He does magazine lllustrations, decorates
boxes of Godiva hand-made Belgian chocolates and
produces posters for American jazz festivals. Interest-
Ingly, when the artist was making his Tango series, he
took lessons from the greal maestro of that passionate
dance Pablo Verona. He has played music from child
hood and transferred that Jove into his visual work: In
serted musical notes have become a distinctive feature
of the artist's work.

Images of women are often key in his watercolours. He
rejects the use of models in principle. The Image arises
in his head and, as the artist himself puts it, guite
quickly pours over into the painting.

Works by Misha Lenn are regularly included in the Best
Watercolors annual produced in the US by Rockport
Publishers. They can be found in the collections of
Mikhail Gorbachev, the first president of the Soviet
Union, the cellist Mstislav Rostropovich, the Canadian
jazz-singer Diana Krall, the musician Dave Brubeck, the
actaor John Malkovich, the couturier Vyacheslav Zaitsev
and other prominent people. In 2005 an authoritative
jury declared Misha Lenn America’s best water-
colourist

Now the works of this famous artist are to be exhibited
in the atrium of the Eliseev Palace Hotel. One of them,
specially created for the Taleon Club, superbly conveys
an atmosphere of luxury and refined amusement, ®



